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Appendix A 
 
ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS 

 

The following definitions and acronyms are taken directly from the Phase II Permit and are reproduced 

here for the reader’s convenience. 

 

AKART means all known, available, and reasonable methods of prevention, control and treatment. 

 

All known, available and reasonable methods of prevention, control and treatment refers to the State 

Water Pollution Control Act, Chapter 90.48.010 and 90.48.520 RCW. 

 

Basin Plan is a surface water management process consisting of three parts: a scientific study of the 

basin’s drainage features and their quality; developing actions and recommendations for resolving any 

deficiencies discovered during the study; and implementing the recommendations, followed by 

monitoring. 

 

Best Management Practices ("BMPs") are the schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, 

maintenance procedures, and structural and/or managerial practices approved by the Department that, 

when used singly or in combination, prevent or reduce the release of pollutants and other adverse impacts 

to waters of Washington State.  

 

BMP means Best Management Practice. 

 

Component or Program Component means an element of the Stormwater Management Program listed 

in S5 Stormwater Management Program for Cities, Towns, and Counties or S6 Stormwater Management 

Program for Secondary Permittees of this permit. 

 

CWA means Clean Water Act (formerly referred to as the Federal Water Pollution Control Act or Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972) Pub.L. 92-500, as amended Pub. L. 95-217, Pub. L. 

95-576, Pub. L. (6-483 and Pub. L. 97-117, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et.seq. 

 

Discharge for the purpose of this permit means, unless indicated otherwise, any discharge from a MS4 

owned or operated by the permittee.  Ecology’s Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater 

Permit regulates discharges from municipal separate storm sewers owned or operated by Grays Harbor 

County and The City of Aberdeen. 

 

Ecology’s Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit covers certain "small" 

municipal separate stormwater sewer systems. 

 

Entity means another governmental body, or public or private organization, such as another 

permittee, a conservation district, or volunteer organization.   

 

Equivalent document means a technical stormwater management manual developed by a state agency, 

local government or other entity that includes the Minimum Technical Requirements in Appendix 1 of 

this Permit. The Department may conditionally approve manuals that do not include the Minimum 

Technical Requirements in Appendix 1; in general, the Best Management Practices (BMPs) included in 

those documents may be applied at new development and redevelopment sites, but the Minimum 

Technical Requirements in Appendix 1 must still be met. 
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Heavy equipment maintenance or storage yard means an uncovered area where any heavy equipment, 

such as mowing equipment, excavators, dump trucks, backhoes, or bulldozers are washed or maintained, 

or where at least five pieces of heavy equipment are stored. 

Illicit connection means any man-made conveyance that is connected to a municipal separate storm 

sewer without a permit, excluding roof drains and other similar type connections. Examples include 

sanitary sewer connections, floor drains, channels, pipelines, conduits, inlets, or outlets that are connected 

directly to the municipal separate storm sewer system. 

 

Illicit discharge means any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer that is not composed entirely 

of storm water except discharges pursuant to a NPDES permit (other than the NPDES permit for 

discharges from the municipal separate storm sewer) and discharges resulting from fire fighting activities. 

 

IDDE- Illicit discharge detection and elimination 

 

Low Impact Development (LID) means a stormwater management and land development strategy 

applied at the parcel and subdivision scale that emphasizes conservation and use of on-site natural 

features integrated with engineered, small-scale hydrologic controls to more closely mimic 

predevelopment hydrologic functions. 

 

Major Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Outfall means a municipal separate storm sewer outfall from 

a single pipe with an inside diameter of 36 inches or more, or its equivalent (discharge from a single 

conveyance other than circular pipe which is associated with a drainage area of more than 50 acres); or 

for municipal separate storm sewers that receive stormwater from lands zoned for industrial activity 

(based on comprehensive zoning plans or the equivalent), an outfall that discharges from a single pipe 

with an inside diameter of 12 inches or more or from its equivalent (discharge from other than a circular 

pipe associated with a drainage area of 12 acres or more). 

 

Material Storage Facilities means an uncovered area where bulk materials (liquid, solid, granular, etc.) 

are stored in piles, barrels, tanks, bins, crates, or other means. 

 

Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP) refers to paragraph 402(p)(3)(B)(iii) of the federal Clean Water 

Act which reads as follows: Permits for discharges from municipal storm sewers shall require controls to 

reduce the discharge of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable, including management practices, 

control techniques, and system, design, and engineering methods, and other such provisions as the 

Administrator or the State determines appropriate for the control of such pollutants. 

 

MEP means Maximum Extent Practicable. 

 

MTRs means Minimum Technical Requirements. 

 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) means a conveyance, or system of conveyances 

(including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade 

channels, or storm drains): 

(i) Owned or operated by a state, city, town, borough, county, parish, district, association, or other 

public body (created by or pursuant to State Law) having jurisdiction over disposal of wastes, 

storm water, or other wastes, including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, 

flood control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized 

Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved management agency under section 208 of 

the CWA that discharges to waters of the United States. 

(ii) Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater. 
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(iii) Which is not a combined sewer; and (iv) which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment 

Works (POTW) as defined at 40 CFR 122.2. 

 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) means the national program for issuing, 

modifying, revoking, and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and enforcing permits, and imposing and 

enforcing pretreatment requirements, under sections 307, 402, 318, and 405 of the Federal Clean Water 

Act, for the discharge of pollutants to surface waters of the state from point sources. These permits are 

referred to as NPDES permits and, in Washington State, are administered by the Washington Department 

of Ecology.  

 

Notice of Intent (NOI) means the application for, or a request for coverage under this General Permit 

pursuant to WAC 173-226-200. 

 

Outfall means point source as defined by 40 CFR 122.2 at the point where a municipal separate storm 

sewer discharges to waters of the State and does not include open conveyances connecting two municipal 

separate storm sewer systems, or pipes, tunnels, or other conveyances which connect segments of the 

same stream or other waters of the State and are used to convey waters of the State. 

 

O&M- Operations and Maintenance 

 

Permittee unless otherwise noted, the term “Permittee” includes Permittee, Co-Permittee, and Secondary 

Permittee, as defined below: 

(i) A “Permittee” is a city, town, or county owning or operating a regulated small MS4 applying 

and receiving a permit as a single entity. 

(ii) A “Co-Permittee” is any operator of a regulated small MS4 that is applying jointly with 

another applicant for coverage under this Permit. Co-Permittees own or operate a regulated small 

MS4 located within or adjacent to another regulated small MS4. 

(iii) A “Secondary Permittee” is an operator of regulated small MS4 that is not a city, town or 

county. 

 

Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System or Small MS4 is a conveyance or system of 

conveyances including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, 

ditches, man-made channels and/or storm drains which is:  

a. Owned or operated by a city, town, county, district, association or other public body created 

pursuant to State law having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, stormwater, 

or other wastes, including special districts under State law such as a sewer districts, flood control 

districts or drainage districts, or similar entity. 

b. Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater. 

c. Not a combined sewer system, 

d. Not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) as defined at 40 CFR 122.2. 

e. Not defined as “large” or “medium” pursuant to 40 CFR 122.26(b)(4) & (7) or designated 

under 40 CFR 122.26 (a)(1)(v). Small MS4s include systems similar to separate storm sewer 

systems in municipalities such as: universities, large publicly owned hospitals, prison complexes, 

highways and other thoroughfares. Storm sewer systems in very discrete areas such as individual 

buildings do not require coverage under this Permit. Small MS4s do not include storm drain 

systems operated by non-governmental entities such as: individual buildings, private schools, 

private colleges, private universities, and industrial and commercial entities. 

 

Stormwater means runoff during and following precipitation and snowmelt events, including surface 

runoff and drainage.  
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Stormwater Associated with Industrial and Construction Activity means the discharge from any 

conveyance which is used for collecting and conveying stormwater, which is directly related to 

manufacturing, processing or raw materials storage areas at an industrial plant, or associated with clearing 

grading and/or excavation, and is required to have an NPDES permit in accordance with 40 CFR 122.26. 

Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington means the 5-volume technical manual 

(Publication Nos. 99-11 through 15 for the 2001 version and Publication Nos. 05-10-029-033 for the 2005 

version (The 2005 version replaces the 2001 version) prepared by Ecology for use by local governments 

that contains BMPs to prevent, control, or treat pollution in storm water.  

 

Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) means a set of actions and activities designed to reduce 

the discharge of pollutants from the regulated small MS4 to the maximum extent practicable and to 

protect water quality, and comprising the components listed in S5 or S6 of this Permit and any additional 

actions necessary to meet the requirements of applicable  

 

Vehicle Maintenance or Storage Facility means an uncovered area where any vehicles are regularly 

washed or maintained, or where at least 10 vehicles are stored. 

 


